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Re: Friends of Ballona Wetlands v. California Coastal Commission/
Application for Proposed Freshwater Marsh and Freshwater Marsh
System

Dear Members of the Ballona Wetlands Committee;

As a follow-up to the April 25, 1991 meeting, Peter Douglas has
met with his staff to address some of the questions raised
concerning the application for coastal permit the Ballona Wetlands
Conmiittee proposes to file concerning the development of a
Freshwater Marsh and Freshwater Marsh System at Ballona. Peter has
asked me to give you the benefit of his further thoughts on the
proposed application.

First and foremost, at a staff level Peter is in full support
of doing whatever he can to acccmiplish the attainment of a full
tidal salt marsh at Ballona. His intent is to try to accommodate
the mutual objectives of the Friends, Councilperson ^emd Maguire
Thomas Partners while ensuring that the Commission fully meets its
responsibilities under the Coastal Act.

Concerning filing of the application, Peter has discussed withhis legal and planning staffs t^e question of ii^ether the Ccnmnission
would indeed be acting as a "lead" agency on this proposed project
and whether an EIR would be required prior to filing. As to the
former, there has been some confusion %^ether there is any local
discretionary approval required to construct the Freshwater Marsh in
Area B. John Bowers, staff counsel for the Commission in San
Francisco, is currently checking with the City Attorney's Office
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