Facts: Ballona Wetlands Ecosystem

The Ballona Wetlands is the last remaining coastal wetland in
Los Angeles. It is integral to the Greater Ballona Ecosystem
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Why Industrial Scale Bulldozing and Digging Out
Ballona To Turn It Into a Saltwater Bay is WRONG.

Ballona is historically a predominantly seasonal freshwater
wetland which now has manmade/maintained saltwater
entrances as well. Ballona is naturally wet, at or near its surface
due to its multiple underlying freshwater aquifers. (Playa Vista
EIR)
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- But for thousands of years ago, there was no ebb and flow of the ocean
into the Reserve.

- USACE, Friends of Ballona & LA County have *e ygreated more
saltwater entry into Ballona than existed histori for thousands of
years. Only during peak storms didga breakthrough to the ocean occur.

- Deep saltwater habitat already'€xists as Marina del Rey, Ballona Lagoon

Marine Preserve, Del Rey Lagoon, the'Channel & its openings into the
Reserve—these areas already provide nursery habitat for saltwater species.
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Environmental Integrity & Public Polic;

CA. Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Goal — rinal Environmental

Impact Report Goal — To bulldoze and dig out the Reserve to create a full tidal bay.
CDFW options are drastically and fatally contrary to protecting wildlife and native
flora and will destroy Ballona’s freshwater aquifers. CDFW’s claims of 15-20’ of fill
on Area A, are unsubstantiated.

The raised roadways ( post ‘65, post Marina de Rey completion) to oil derricks

in Area A of Ballona are the same raised roadways in photos from the 30s. No
showing of any fill being left on Area A. The raised roadways have been
consistently used by oil/gas operators to keep their vehicles out of the —

wetlands.
KILL ZONE

3-5 miles of
new levees will
destroy at least
20% of habitat
and become
‘kill zones” of
Vector
Controlled
landscape per
USACE levee
regulations.

All Ballona’s diversity and species will
benefit by gentle restoration that
includes cessation of ground an*surface
freshwater diversion away from the
Reserve. All species will benefit

by removing the threat of 10 years plus
exposure to an experimental, life- ;
threatening conversion from diverse, S
rare wetland, grassland, upland habitat
into ‘the bathtub” of saltwater, r, toxins & f‘ e
trash of Ballona Channel . a
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