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FOREWORD

The National Transportation Safety Board, in accordance with
the provisions of the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974, has
determined the probable cause of the accidents reported herein.

This publication contains the reports of 17 pipeline accidents
arranged in chronological orde-. '

The enclosed briefs are the reports of the National Transportation
Safety Board and are thereby subject to the limitations of 49 USC 1903(c):

""No part of any report or reports of the Board,
relating to any accident or the investigation
thereof, shall be admitted as evidence or used

in any suit or action for damages growing out

of any matter mentioned ir such report or r=ports.’

For those readers who wish more detailed information, the original
factual reports are on file in the Washington, D.C., office of the
National Transportation Safety Board and may be examined. These reports
will be reproduced for a fee covering reproduction cost and postage.
Orders fcr materials are also subject to a user charge by the Board for
special services, and such charge will be included in the bill.

Requests for reproduction should be forwarded to the:
National Transportation Safety Board

Public Inquiries Section
Washington, D.C. 20594
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Scope

The accidents included herein are those occurrences incidental
to pipeline operations which fall within the scope of Section 304 of
the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974. As provided in this Section
the Board shall investigate and determine facts, conditions, cir-
cumstances, and the probable cause of any pipeline accident in which
there is a fatality, or substantial property damage.

The following definitions, as set forth in Title 49 of the Code

.of Federal Regulations, Part 192 and 195 are used:

Tra.smission of Gas 192.3

"Transmission of Gas'" means the gathering, transﬁission,»or
distribution of gas by pipeline or the storage of gas, in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce.

Transmission Line 192.3

"Transmission line" means a pipeline, other thau a gathering line,
that:

(a) Transports gas from a gathering line or
storage facility to a distribution center or
‘storage facility;

(b) Cperates at a hoop stress of 20 percent
or more of. SMYS; or '

(¢) Transports gas within a storage field.
Main 192.3

"Main" means a distribution line that serves as a common source
of supply for more than one service line.

Service Line.192.3

"Service 1line" means a distribution line that transports gas
from a common source of supply to (a) a customer meter ov the connection
to a customer's piping, whichever is farther downstream, or {p) the
connection to a customer's piping if there is no customer meter. A
Customer meter is the meter that measures the transfer of gas from
and operator to a consumer,
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Gas 192.3

"Gas" means natural gas, flammable gas, or gas which 1is toxic
or cerrosive.

Pipeline 192.3
"Pipeline' means all parts of those phrysical facilities through
which gas mbves in transportation, including pipe, valves, arnd other

appurtenance attached to pipe, compressor vnits, metering stations,
regulator .‘tations, delivery stations, holders, and fabricated ass<mbiiles.

Pipeline Faci'ity 192.3

"Pipeline . -~ility" means new and existing pipelines, rights-of-way,
and any equipmen., facility, or building used in the transportation of gas
or in the treatment of gas during the course of transportation.

Liquid 195.2

"Commodity" means a hazardous material that is subject to Parts 172
and 173 of this chapter, petroleum, and petroleum products.

Pipeline Sjstem 195.2

"Pipcline system" or "pipeline" means all parts of a carrier's
physical facilities through which commodities move in transportation
that is subject to this part, including, but not limited to line pipe,
valves and other appurtenances connected to line pipe, pumping units,
fabricated assemblies associated with pumping units, metering and delivery
stations and fabricated assemblies therein and carrier-controlled
breakout tankage. '

The following definitions, as set forth in Title IIT - the.
Independent Safety Board Act are used:

Fatality

v "Fatality'" means the death of a person either at the time a
pipeline accident occurs or thereafter.

Substantial Damage

"Substantial damage'" means damage of $100,000 or more to pipeline
and non-pipeline property. )
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Alphabgticnl List of Accidents

Location

“Baltimore, Maryland
Mavticld Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland
"Westwood Avenue

Birmingham, Alabama

Blue Island, Illinois
Cherokee, Alabama

1 Paso, Texas

Fairview, Ncw‘Jorsey
Goldsmith, Texas
Greenwich, Connecticut
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Kilgore, Texas

Monongahela, Pennsylvania

3
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Company

Baltimore Gas &
Electric Company

Baltimore Cas &
Electric Company

Alabama Gas Corporation

Northern Illinois Gas
Company

Cherokee Water & Gas

Board
Southern Union Gas Co.

Public Service Electric
& Gas Companv

El Paso Natural Trans-
mission Gas Company

Connecticut Natural Gas
Company '

Wisconsin Natural Gas
Company

- Atlantic Richfield Co.

Equitable Gas Company

Date

1/24/77

1/13/77

6/28/77

9/10/76

7/30/77

8/9/77

1/5/77

10/13/75

5/25/77

8/29/76

9/7/75

3/13/77

Page

10

19

11

16




Alphabetical List of Accidents

Location

New Bedford, Massachusetts

New Sewickley, Pennsylvania

Newburgh, New York

Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania

Sunset, Louisiana

Company

New Bedford Gas &
Edison Light Company

Columbia Gas

Central Hudson Gas &
Electric Corporation

Stroudsburg Gas Co.

Sunset Louisiana
Municipal Gas Dept.

Date

1/18/77

9/14/77

8/16/77

6/17/75

6/15/175

Page

14

21

20
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