
COASTAL COMMISSION 
INFLUENCE UPON  
BALLONA WETLAND’S 
RESTORATION OUTCOME IN 
1990….&……….NOW





5-91-463 Application

90-426-EV

Peter Douglas asked to waive the
Standard requirement for preliminary 
approvals from local, state, federal 
agencies prior to Commission 
acceptance of a coastal permit 
application.



Settlement Agreement’s “Ballona Wetlands Goals and Objectives” 
states…’The restoration program would either be a full-tidal or a 
mid-tidal system.  The creation of a full-tidal is the preferred 
alternative.’

“Should, however, full-tidal restoration not be achievable, a mid-
Tidal system will then be constructed.”

“Estuarine:  A coastal embayment”…..



PLAYA VISTA PERMIT APPLICATION =   ALL LANGUAGE RELATES TO FULFILLMENT OF THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
IN THE COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 5-91-463   AND    ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS PERMIT EV 90-463

Who Manages the 
Freshwater Wetland 
System?       
Ballona Committee  &  
Establish Ballona 
Foundation =  
Committee Members





‘Freshwater Wetland.. Habitat Would Offer Greater 
Productivity’!

“The System would increase species diversity at Ballona 
and provide 52 acres of SCARCE COASTAL RIPARIAN and 
FRESHWATER MARSH HABITAT TO DECLINING  SPECIES”

 

The CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION relied on this language to approve CDP 5-91-463

Playa Vista knew: it needed to remove
 groundwater;  needed to create flood 
control systems; knew of Ballona’s freshwater
Ponding and Centinela Creek flow in Ballona.





Here,

Is Some of the 
Freshwater that 
Playa Vista Knew 
it Needed to 
Remove from 
under Playa Vista





USACE Description of Freshwater
 Marsh System Is the Coastal 

 Development Permit 5-91-463
Description of the System.

Maguire Thomas Partners-Playa Vista 
Application on behalf of the Ballona 
Committee (PV; FOB; State Lands Commission; CD 6 
now CD 11)



1990 
Settlement 
Agreement

All lands west of 
Lincoln Blvd. and 

south of 
Jefferson Blvd, 
and restoration 
of the Ballona 

Wetlands…

Goals and 
Objectives by 
the Ballona 
Wetlands 

Committee 

CCC carrying out 
the provisions of 
the Settlement 

Agreement

Ballona Committee to establish Ballona Foundation 
consisting of the 4 entities comprising the Committee

This SA was was judicially updated in 
2006. The CCC maintained its original 

agreements as Stipulated in 1994.



                 CDP                  5-91-463                    1991          
         ‘RELATIONSHIP TO SALTMARSH RESTORATION’        

Corps Permit ’91   SALTMARSH Restoration   90-326-EV

Playa Vista  Freshwater Marsh System Permit Application

‘SALT MARSH LOCATED TO THE WEST OF THE FreshWater Marsh’

Corps SALTMARSH RESTORATION ALTERNATIVES



CCC Settlement Agreement between Friends of Ballona et al (USACE, CDFW, STATE LANDS COMMISSION, PLAYA VISTA)   
PREDETERMINES BALLONA’S RESTORATION AS A SALT MARSH, without any scientific basis and prior to Playa Vista’s EIR.  

THE CCC, USACE PERMIT APPROVALS  5-91-463; EV 90-426 CONTAIN NO HYDROLOGY ANALYSIS PRIOR TO THE PERMIT APPROVALS

The CCC Settlement Agreement contains the USACE/ Friends of Ballona breeches in the Ballona Channel WITHOUT ANY 408 
ANALYSIS  to determine what harm would occur to Ballona & its underlying freshwater aquifers due to saltwater intrusion. 
There is simply no discussion or inclusion of the Hydrology studies performed and determinations made by Poland/ USGS 
(1959) and others, documenting Ballona’s freshwater.  No inclusion of House Doc 389 which warns of saltwater damage.

The current DEIR PREDETERMINES BALLONA’S RESTORATION AS A SALT MARSH & contains NO HYDROLOGY ANALYSIS for 
evaluation of a freshwater seasonal wetland that, had evaluation been done, as legally required, would have revealed the impacts 
of:        1)PLAYA VISTA/ CDFW Coastal Act violations-illegal drains in Ballona; 
 2) the throw away of the freshwaters sent into the sea from the Freshwater Marsh System; 
 3) the Playa Vista offsite pumping and throw-away into the Sanitary Sewer System of BALLONA’S GROUNDWATER that would           
   ordinarily flow from under Playa Vista into the Ballona Wetland Ecological Reserve; 

‘Specific rules for use of the salt marsh as 
mitigation for development elsewhere’





All of these issues were timely pre-DEIR release and should have been included and addressed 
in the Environmental Impact Report.  Instead, none of these issues are addressed.



CAN THE 
COASTALCOMMISSION 

AMEND ITS 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

& CDP 5-91-463 
TO LIFT 

BALLONA’S  
PREDETERMINED FULL OR 
MUTED TIDAL OUTCOME?



All Historical Evidence Reveals that Ballona Wetlands Is a Unique, and Now Very Rare, Seasonal Freshwater Wetland

We now know that the CCC litigation Settlement Agreements mischaracterized the nature of Ballona Wetlands as a saltmarsh 
which  led to further saltwater intrusion, without analysis of harm to the underlying freshwater aquifers– the breeches in the 
Ballona Channel by USACE and the County of LA.    This led to the current false premise of restoration—namely ‘restoring the 
ebb and flow of the ocean’ to Ballona, which can be attributed to the Army Corps Permits and the Coastal Development Permit 
5-91-463.



Coastal Freshwater DRINKING WELLS in Playa del Rey

The CLASSIFICATION OF GROUNDWATER OF BALLONA 
WETLANDS REMAINS AS DRINKING WATER per Proposition 
65.

LA WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD CLASSIFIES BALLONA’S 
GROUNDWATER AS POTENTIAL DRINKING WATER

Poland et al.



      5/13/54

Cites multiple irrigation wells in Ballona area & warns  
of further saltwater contamination; dredging may also 
remove impermeable materials that lie between the 
surface and top of important 50’ Gravel aquifer.



‘Under native conditions…waters of 
good or fair quality existed to the 
coast along essentially all of the reach 
from Playa del Rey to Redondo Beach.’

‘…Standard Oil contamination …’21’

…’water levels were lowered to and below sea 
level…As a result of this lowering of water level, 
contamination of wells had occurred along most of 
the coastal reach’….

Today, groundwater protection 
laws exist that can be used to 
protect our groundwater from 
overdrafting and wasteful throw-
away of freshwater;  allowing for
our aquifers to recharge and heal 
themselves and the surface they 
nurture.

Ballona Wetlands  Area A               Poland et. al



SUPPORTING THE BIG DIG OUT OF BALLONA TO BRING IN FULL OR MUTED 
TIDAL WILL …….

7. CHANGE THE DESIGNATION OF THE GROUNDWATER OF BALLONA 
WETLANDS FROM DRINKING WATER STATUS…. 

...SOIL GAS INVESTIGATION, TESTING,  MONITORING & REMEDIATION WILL 
NOT BE REQUIRED RE: CONTAMINATION OF  BALLONA’S GROUNDWATER 

Proposition 65 Lawsuit 
Against SOCALGAS/ PDR 
for
Contamination of 
Groundwater 



In 2006, the Coastal Commission reaffirmed its 1994 Stipulation to the 1990 
Settlement Agreement.  The 1990 Agreement committed the CCC to a 
saltmarsh outcome of full tidal or muted tidal. Affects to CDP 5-91-463?
                         Is there a newer Stipulation Agreement?
Unbeknownst to the public at large, the 1990 Settlement Agreement 
between Friends of Ballona et al (Playa Vista,USACE, State Lands Commission) 
 & the  California Coastal Commission, which defined Ballona as a saltmarsh 
without scientific basis,  continues to affect Ballona and its restoration 
outcome despite the public’s perceived-clean slate- acquisition of Ballona in 
2003/4.  A clean slate would have allowed for all reasonable alternatives 
inclusive of freshwater, analysis in the Environmental Impact Report.  How 
can the Coastal Commission resolve the bias?

How can the Coastal Commission now ensure a 
freshwater analysis is provided and, a freshwater 
seasonal wetland alternative be included in the DEIR?    



WHO HAS AUTHORITY OVER WHAT???

THE CCC LITIGATION AND SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT DETERMINED THAT THE 
BALLONA COMMITTEE AND BALLONA 

WETLANDS FOUNDATION  WOULD HAVE 
AUTHORITY TO FULFILL THE 

RESTORATION OF BALLONA & 
5-91-463:

STATE LANDS COMMISSION; CD 11; 
FRIENDS OF BALLONA; PLAYA VISTA

IS THIS CHANGED? HOW?



Catherine Tyrrell

    2002

                  2016 
Why was the Ballona Foundation Dissolved?

Created in 2000- 
see 2006 Stipulated
              SA       

PRA=
No OMM Manual;
Resource agency 
personnel met?



    4) Playa Vista’s insertion of the Square DRAIN in 2008/9, which, in response to Public Record Act requests,
        CDFW/State Lands Reply- don’t know what it is/does- Tells public to ask Playa Vista.;
  
    5) the Playa Vista-BALLONA CONSERVANCY/CDFW illegal roadway, 1602 Violation of Streambed Agreement;
  
    6) the RELEASE from LIABILITIES to SoCalGas for its contamination of DRINKING WATER (current Prop. 65 classification)
         under Ballona Wetlands, (Prop. 65 ELF V SoCalGas p.11 Stip. Judgement BC364555)  if and when saltwater intrusion occurs per 
         CDFW’s (Bay Foundation/ Coastal Conservancy)Alternatives ;
 
     7) Freshwater Marsh System failures:
         Vector Control Citations; new management conditions; Main Drain-illegal drains allow 
         unpermitted saltwater intrusion into Ballona Wetlands (Crehan/Psomas email to CDFW,Bay Foundation…)

 

       BALLONA WETLANDS CONSERVANCY 
            Created by Playa Vista in 2000.



1990
 SETTLEMENT    

AGREEMENT
2006 UPDATE
WITH NEW 

STIPULATIONS
UNKNOWN TO 

THE PUBLIC

PLAYA VISTA’S 
BALLONA 

CONSERVANCY

What effects upon Ballona?

What effects of Ballona 
Conservancy?  







Corps permit lang. 

Pv’s edith read’s response images 
To ccc PER DRAINS…what that hole?

         Army Corps of Engineers Permit Language EV 90 463

If you discover any previously unknown historic or archeological remains…

The Main Drain excavation site has already undergone rigorous monitoring 
and identification of any/all artifacts per language above.

What is the hole excavation shown here by Edith Read’s photo from her 
response to the CCC INQUIRY per the Drains?  




